
The Faithful Servant 

Winter, 2025/26 

A newsletter of St. Catherine Orthodox Church, Hagerstown, Maryland 

  
  

  

CHRIST IS BORN!  GLORIFY HIM! 
  

CHRIST IS BAPTIZED IN THE JORDAN! 
  
  

  
ON THE SEASON: 

  

Come, let us greatly rejoice in the Lord as we sing of this present mystery: 

the wall that divided God from man has been destroyed 

the flaming sword withdraws from Eden's gate, 

the Cherubim withdraw from the Tree of Life; 

and I, who had been cast out through my disobedience 

now feast on the delights of Paradise. 

For today the Father's perfect image, 

marked with the stamp of His eternity, has taken the form of a servant. 

Without undergoing change He is born from an unwedded mother. 

He was true God and He remains the same, 

but through His love for mankind He has become what He never was, true man. 

(from Vespers for the Nativity) 
  

The feast of Christ's birth has passed; it shone more brightly than the sun. 

The day of His Epiphany is coming; that day will be even more radiant. 

There the shepherds gave glory with the angels, worshiping God made man. 

Here John's hand will touch the Master as he cries out in fear, 

"Sanctify both me and the waters, O only Merciful One!" 

(from Matins of the Prefeast of Theophany) 
  

  
  
My Favorite Reading...   
Last year at this time (you know, in the last issue of this!), I reprinted the Epistle reading for Theophany, Titus 

2:11-14; 3:4-7, which I believe sums up the "true spirit of Christmas" in so many ways.   You'll hear the reading 

on the Feast itself, and this year you can check it out on your own.  I will say that it's very much one of the few 

times in the year that the Church makes use of the short epistle of St. Paul to Titus, but the reading punches way 

above its own weight, as it were.  So rather than re-reprint it here, I will leave you with a commentary on it by 

+Fr. Thomas Hopko, whose work is so familiar to so many of our recent arrivals even before they get into any 

Orthodox Church, from his book on the entire season of the Nativity and Theophany, The Winter Pascha: 
  



"The word for appearing in this letter is the Greek word epiphania...The grace of God is said to make its 

epiphany for the salvation of all people.  Divine grace shines forth so that something can happen in the lives of 

people while still living in this world.  What happens is that we are to react to God's grace by specific works of 

conversion.  We are to respond to God's grace by renouncing impiety and worldly passions which are our lustful 

cravings for ego-gratification and fleshly pleasures which inevitably lead us to hostility, anger, distress, 

frustration and depression.  All this disappears when God's grace appears.  What comes instead is sobriety and 

uprightness; dispassion, self-control, interior freedom and voluntary self-determination according to God's 

will.  This is real liberation; the only genuine liberation that exists.  All other 'liberation' is in fact 

enslavement.  For the grace of God liberates; the power of the devil, working through the ego and the flesh, 

enslaves... 
  "...the first appearing of Jesus to 'redeem us from all iniquity and to purify us for Himself as a people zealous 

for good deeds' [Titus 2:14] results directly in our anticipation of the ultimate resolution of all things in the 

Lord's second coming:  the epiphania at the end. 
  "Thus there are two epiphanies: two manifestations and appearances.  The first is for our salvation and 

redemption which God has accomplished in Christ, 'not by any deeds done by us in righteousness, but by virtue 

of His own mercy.' [Titus 3:5]  And the second is when, being 'justified [or made righteous] by His grace,' we 

actually enter into the eternal life of God's kingdom.  We participate in the second only on condition that we 

love the first; and prove our love by godly lives fulfilled in good deeds."  
  
One More Thing, also from Fr. Tom... 
I think most of you are aware that we have been blessed with a large contingent of visitors, newcomers, seekers, 

most of whom eventually become catechumens and either recently have entered or are on their way to entering, 

the Holy Orthodox Church.  There have been many baptisms of adults and older children and more are on the 

way in the coming year.  IFr. Hopko in the same book addressed the nature of baptism--newcomers, remember 

that in the Orthodox Church, the feast of Epiphany, which we often call Theophany, is primarily our celebration 

of the baptism of Christ in the Jordan by John the Baptist, as the first public manifestation of the presence in the 

world of the Son and Word of God, Jesus Christ, as He begins His mission of preaching, teaching and healing: 
  
"The Lord's first public appearance takes place at His baptism for very good reason.  Baptism is the symbol of 

death and resurrection; Christ came into the earth in order to die and be raised.  Baptism is a symbol of 

repentance of sin and its forgiveness; Christ came as the Lamb of God who takes upon Himself he sin of the 

world in order to take it away.  Baptism is a symbol of sanctification; Christ has come to sanctify the whole of 

creation.  Baptism is a symbol, finally, of radical renewal.  When one is baptized the old is over and the new has 

come.  And Christ has come to bring all things to an end and to make all things new.  The act of baptism, 

therefore, contains in symbol the entire mystery of Christ, the whole purpose of His coming."      
  
  

  
AN APOLOGY AND A THANK YOU 
  
I owe you all a huge apology...  
When I began writing this particular issue of The Faithful Servant, the heading read "Spring 2025," and, 

indeed, the last issue was labelled "Winter 2024/25."  Well, I started writing this last spring, soon after the 

falling asleep of Fr. Paul Harrilchak, I added one more article and then I froze.  Much has happened since, of 

which you have only heard in weekly bulletins and announcements, and perhaps a rumor or two.  Meanwhile, 

many of you reading this may be confused ("Oh, there's supposed to be a newsletter?") since you weren't with 

us when the last issue came out.  Yes, many of you have only come to us since then and we thank God that you 

have come and remained and may even be taking instruction with the intention of entering the Holy Orthodox 

Church.  Meanwhile, I need to struggle against this temptation to fall into "writer's block" and be getting these 

newsletters out much more frequently!  "I pray thee, hold me excused," (Luke 14:19) and hold me to my own 

intention of getting these out more frequently--ideally quarterly--with this issue during the winter feasts and the 

next, God willing, within the Lenten/Paschal cycle. 



  
...and a huge debt of thanks... 
One more thing crosses my mind and even my conscience at this time.  I have heard rumors over the last few 

months of a "Fr. Dennis New Car Fund," and, in fact, actually held a part of that in my hands a while back, as 

someone had left a rather bulky envelope labelled as such lying in one of the collection baskets after Liturgy, 

which I did turn in to the proper parish authorities.  Anyone who knows me knows that I am rarely left 

speechless; I made mention of that at the banquet in '23 celebrating my 40th anniversary of ordination--right 

before I entered into a speech.  However, your thoughtfulness, generosity and concern for my safety as I had 

driven the blue 2010 Subaru Forester that you'd see in front of church with 388,000 miles on it, has me groping 

for words to express how touched and grateful I am at this undertaking of yours.  That fund came to the point 

where I purchased a near-new condition late-model used car--a 2018 Toyota Corolla hatchback with only 

20,000 miles--more than adequate for my needs--entirely from your collection.  I do not specifically know who 

the benefactors may be; as you are anonymous, my expression of thanks must be general.  But may God 

continue to be with you all and reward you all for your care and love that you've expressed in this project.  I 

hope you are pleased at what you see me drive up to the church--my "Little Red Roller Skate"--and as you do, I 

hope you'll be able to notice me glowing with joy and thanksgiving for the great gift you have given me. 
  
  

IN ETERNAL MEMORY 

  
Kate White 
 What can I say about the loss of Kate last May?  Certainly heartbreaking, as I don't need to tell you, especially 

as she had reported what seemed to be a great deal of progress in her treatments not long before her condition 

turned.  It was a gift to be able to serve her through her final months and to be able to attend her funeral services 

in Akron, where Presentation of Our Lord Church--not a small one--was filled both for the evening Panikhida 

and the funeral services the next morning.  It was a comfort, I'm sure, to Josh and the family to see some from 

St. Catherine's able to make it to Ohio for the services; and Tony Lemons and I were both privileged to assist at 

those services for Kate.  I have counted her as a valuable co-worker of mine in what is one of the most 

important functions in the parish, the direction and production of the music for the services, which is to say the 

services themselves, as our services are all "sung services." I've often said that our liturgical music is the vehicle 

of our prayer together, and I believe Kate shared that idea.  Through this all, even with the challenge of carrying 

on through her illness, she radiated joy at her serving, which was also certainly evident in her teaching of the 

Church School class for the secondary grades (on the wall of that class's space remains a sign saying "Mrs. 

Kate's Middle School Class") as well as in her family with Josh and the girls. 
  
Two incidents concerning Kate stick in my mind to share with you.  The first involves our return from the 

COVID shutdown.  Katlin Salcutan had been leading our singing, serving as a cantor during the time when our 

attendance was only limited to those absolutely necessary to hold the Liturgy; for a brief while, she and her 

family were the only ones present while we live-streamed to the rest of you.  Once the restrictions were eased 

and Katlin left for school, Kate returned and began her service as cantor until more could gather together at the 

choir stand, since distancing was still in effect.  I believe we may only have served Divine Liturgy for 

Christmas Day in '20.  So we certainly faced a dilemma when we came to the Vigil for Theophany in '21, still 

functioning on a limited basis.  Should we go ahead and do that service, which is supposed to involve the Great 

Blessing of the Waters, among the most critical and complex services of the Church year?  We were still 

directed by both civil and ecclesiastical authorities to observe distancing from each other.  We decided to go 

ahead, but what then would we do about the music?  With everything else I needed to do in that service, I'd be 

unable to effectively lead the singing.  Talking across the width of the Church, Kate and I were able to figure 

out just how we could manage, Kate singing the responses and the two of us mostly splitting the verses and 

hymns between us, sometimes singing them together though still across the width of the nave.  A left choir and 

a right choir, as it were--what some would project as an ideal example of antiphonal singing!  And it worked 

like a charm--probably the wrong expression here--but very much by the grace of God and Kate's own efforts, 

talents and attention.   



  
The second involves what has happened at the choir stand since Kate's passing.  From time to time, three or four 

other girls mostly of late-elementary or middle school age would join Kate's husband Josh and daughters 

Evelyn and Josephine at the stand, sometimes trying to join in the singing, sometimes...shall we say...mildly 

distracted.  The very weekend after we lost Kate, though, they began showing regularly and singing out together 

more than had been the case before.  The praises of Our Lord were ringing out from the stand as they had before 

with Kate, and being picked up by the congregation who would join in as they had with Kate present.  For a few 

weeks this went on with that whole contingent of our young ladies for several weeks; as time went on, one or 

another couldn't make it for this or that Sunday, but generally this practice has continued to the present.  As I 

told them at the time, "You're all Kate!", directing them to sing out the melody and the "big people" will take 

care of the harmonization as may be needed.  So, in a sense, Kate hasn't left--she's still directing those 

girls.  She has certainly left a legacy, especially through her own daughters Evie and Jo together with their 

buddies, of leading the entire congregation of St. Catherine's in our prayers to the One Who has taken her 

home.  
  
Archpriest Paul Harrilchak 
 I cannot claim to have known Fr. Paul very well, even though he had already been serving Holy Trinity Church 

five years before I arrived at St. Catherine's--he and I had been the two longest-serving clergy in the 

Archdiocese.  I've been serving Liturgy Saturday mornings at Holy Trinity in Ashburn, Virginia, for over two 

years since Fr. Paul took sick and since his passing.  Soon after he died, I called the congregation together for a 

first Panikhida, and though I admitted to them my lack of personal acquaintance, I also mentioned that I knew 

his work; first from serving them at Holy Trinity using the liturgical books he had compiled for their use, and 

secondly from the two major works, mentioned below.  Indeed, I hastened to purchase the Liturgy book almost 

as soon as it came out in the mid-80s and have turned to it frequently over the years.  I have always been 

impressed by his Eucharistically-based vision for the life of the Church, especially as expressed in our worship; 

and in the time that I've served Holy Trinity, I've come to appreciate the breadth of his knowledge across the 

theological spectrum particularly with the Scriptures and the Liturgy, but also in so many other fields, especially 

history and languages, which he could apply practically in his pastoral activity. 
  
I forget how I came upon the AI summary of his work, and I don't know quite how these get compiled, but I 

came across a compendium of data on Fr. Paul that has deepened my respect for his accomplishments, both in 

an academic sense and also from what I've observed in the life and worship of Holy Trinity Church.  I share that 

with you now, as I hope that I share in his vision for what our life in Christ entails: 
    
"Archpriest Paul Harrilchak was a significant figure in the Orthodox Church in America, particularly known for 

his contributions to liturgical theology and practice. His teachings and work centered on renewing and 

deepening the understanding and experience of Orthodox Christian worship, especially the Divine Liturgy. 

Below is an overview of his key teachings based on his life, writings, and pastoral approach: 
 

1. Liturgical Renewal and Accessibility 

Harrilchak emphasized the importance of making the Divine Liturgy a living, participatory experience for the 

faithful rather than a static or overly formalized ritual. He believed that liturgy should be transformative, 

requiring it to be understood and actively engaged in by the congregation. This conviction is reflected in his 

book The Divine Liturgy of the Great Church, where he provided translations and melodies for 

congregational singing, aiming to involve the laity more fully in worship. He sought to strip away what he 

viewed as unnecessary "pious accretions" or traditions that obscured the liturgy's original meaning, advocating a 

return to its historical and theological roots. 

 

2. Influence of Patristic and Modern Scholarship 

His teachings were deeply informed by both ancient Church Fathers (such as St. John Chrysostom, Irenaeus, 

and Augustine) and modern Orthodox theologians like Fathers Alexander Schmemann and John Meyendorff, 

under whom he studied at St. Vladimirâ€™s Orthodox Theological Seminary. Harrilchak drew from their push 



for liturgical renewal, blending rigorous scholarship with practical application. He viewed liturgy not as a 

museum piece but as a dynamic expression of the Church's faith, relevant to contemporary believers. 

 

3. Focus on Understanding and Meaning  

A core aspect of Harrilchak's teaching was that worship should "speak powerfully" to modern Orthodox 

Christians. He critiqued practices that he felt had become fossilized or disconnected from today’s context, 

arguing that the Church must adapt its presentation of tradition (without altering its essence) to address the 

philosophical and cultural realities of the present. His annotations in The Divine Liturgy of the Great 

Church trace biblical allusions and historical developments, helping worshippers grasp the theology and 

spirituality embedded in the service. 

 

4. Pastoral Application at Holy Trinity Orthodox Church  

As the founding priest of Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Ashburn, Virginia (established in 1978), Harrilchak 

put his teachings into practice. He fostered a community that prioritized English-language services to unite 

Orthodox Christians across ethnic lines, reflecting his vision of a truly universal Church. His approach included 

communal singing, dialogue between priest and people, and an emphasis on catechesis, teaching the faith to 

families and individuals in an accessible way. 

 

5. Sacramental Life and Repentance 

In his book Confession with Examination of Conscience and Common Prayers, Harrilchak offered a 

structured yet communal approach to the sacrament of confession. He integrated Scripture and prayers to guide 

penitents, emphasizing repentance as a shared journey toward spiritual growth. This work underscores his belief 

in the sacraments as vital to the Christian life, made meaningful through preparation and understanding. 

 

6. Eclectic and Challenging Perspective 

Harrilchak was known for his pointed opinions, particularly regarding liturgical music and choir practices, 

which he felt sometimes hindered congregational participation. His ideas, while occasionally controversial (e.g., 

challenging choir directors to rethink their roles), were grounded in a desire to align parish life with the broader 

vision of the Church as a "Great Church," rooted in the legacy of Hagia Sophia and Byzantine tradition. 

 

In summary, Archpriest Paul Harrilchak's teachings revolved around revitalizing Orthodox worship by making 

it participatory, comprehensible, and rooted in both Scripture and tradition. His work as a priest, author, and 

scholar aimed to bridge the gap between ancient practices and modern needs, fostering a deeper connection 

between the faithful and the Church's liturgical life. His legacy continues to influence those who seek a more 

engaged and meaningful Orthodox spirituality." 
  
  
Professor David Woodyard 
Who?  Oh, some of you have heard of him, just not by name.  That especially goes for those in the current and 

recent instruction classes.  I will now finally tell you the story. 
  
My sophomore year at Denison University, Granville, Ohio, 1969-70.  At the time there was a general 

education requirement for the basic class in either religion or philosophy, take your pick.   After 12 years in 

Catholic schools and no exposure to the study of philosophy, I figured I'd have a pretty easy time getting one 

requirement out of the way of my ambition of becoming a high school English teacher forever and ever, by 

taking Religion 101, taught by the current Dean of Chapel, Professor David Woodyard, who had been teaching 

at Denison since the early 1960s.  It ended up not at all like what I would have expected. 
  
Not even a review of basic doctrines and certainly not in the catechism form I was accustomed to, the course 

was about...God; appropriately enough one would think, except more specifically "...the Debate About God," 

as one of our texts purported to be a "Guide to...".  At that time there was a movement afoot that proclaimed 

"God is dead," made rather (in-)famous by an equally (in-)famous Time magazine cover proclaiming such.  Our 



subject matter, then, was how the whole idea of Divinity was being handled by modern theologians, mostly 

Protestant, from the great European figures of the earlier 20th century (Barth, Tillich, Bultmann, etc.) to that 

particular time, even in that aforementioned movement.  We were called upon to think about God and about our 

beliefs rather than simply recite them back, and this process included the movement which adorned the Time 

magazine cover, as presented in our other textbook, The Death of God Controversy.  So you all know, I still 

have those books, they are in my office at church and I do sometimes go back to them. 
  
It came time for our final project.  We were told to write a short (!) paper presenting a Theology; tell the 

Professor about God, not necessarily what we had read in the course, but something that we had thought 

through and projected as what our belief system could be, with references to the readings as may be helpful. 
  
Mine began, innocently enough, with a discussion of the Holy Trinity.  I projected an idea of the Trinity--please 

remember that I am 19 at the time--as what we experience of God, how God reveals Himself, at one time as 

Creator, another as Redeemer, another as the vivifying Force behind those and all His actions--"aspects" of 

God, one might say.  I even compared it to the Buddhist idea of avatars--manifestations of God in one form or 

person or another that have appeared through history. 
  
We were all called into Professor Woodyard's office individually to discuss our project and receive our 

grades.  With no judgmentalism or denominational bias, he informed me, "This idea in your paper is called 

'modalism,'"   Fine, thought I, relieved that the task and the course was completed with an A-, and thinking I 

had somehow remained true to my religious upbringing as well as satisfied the Dean that I had gotten 

acquainted enough with the ideas presented in the course.  But then after college, I began attending Orthodox 

services, reading Orthodox theology.  It turns out, as those in my instruction classes should be able to tell you, 

that "modalism" is an ancient heresy, predating even the fourth century Arian crisis which brought about the 

First Ecumenical Council and the Nicene Creed.  Its best known proponent was one Sabellius of whom 

Metropolitan Kallistos (Ware) in The Orthodox Church said, "Sabellius, a heretic of the second century, 

regarded Father, Son and Spirit not a three distinct persons, but simply as varying 'modes' or 'aspects' of the 

deity," as also stated by Fr. Thomas Hopko in The Orthodox Faith, v. 1, Doctrine, the main textbook of our 

instruction classes.  And, of course, this was also pointed out at St. Vlad's  in my seminary studies leading to 

where I am now.   
  
Of course, I no longer hold a belief in the Trinitarian God as simply a matter of "aspects" or "modes."  More on 

that in the instruction classes and/or at coffee hour chat.  At one point, around 1995, I think, I was moved to 

write to Professor Woodyard and tell him what I was doing.  I got an extremely cordial response from him and 

we exchanged messages a couple times, he responding positively, even enthusiastically, over what I was doing, 

and I did have an opportunity to chat with him briefly on a trip back to campus.  In one of our exchanges, I half-

jokingly requested that he not divulge the contents of my final project to the Synod or the Chancery of the 

Orthodox Church in America!  
  
After a while, our correspondence was dropped, though I often thought about that class and his response to my 

vocational choice.  I had read in the alumni magazine a couple years ago that he was still teaching at Denison, 

and so I decided to reestablish contact and wrote to him again.  I received no reply, but in a subsequent issue I 

read that he had fallen asleep, I'm sure "in the Lord" as we say.  He had been an active member of the faculty, 

teaching until the end, influencing many into further theological study and even into pastoral ministry.  He was 

91.  Our theologies were going in different directions, certainly, but that Religion 101 class had as great an 

effect on me as any in my major.  It got me thinking seriously about what I believed and perhaps got me on 

track to be where I am here with you today.  I hold him in honor and prayer as one of the major influences in 

my life.  May Our Lord keep Professor David Woodyard in His eternal memory!    
  
  
A BEATITUDE FOR OUR TIME  
  



from The Ladder of Divine Ascent by St. John Klimakos, as quoted in The Archangel, newsletter of 
St. Michael Orthodox Church, Cleveland, Ohio: 
  
"Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth."  (Matthew 5:5) 
  
"The word meek has a different meaning for Christians than it does for the rest of the secular world.  Outside of 

the faith, people often conflate meekness with being a pushover.  Someone who is meek, in their view, submits 

to others almost spinelessly.  St. John Climacus provides us with a beautiful description of blessed meekness:  
  
 " 'Meekness is an unchangeable state of mind which remains the same in honor and dishonor.  Meekness is the 

rock overlooking  the sea of irritability which breaks all the waves that dash against it, remaining itself 

unmoved.  Meekness is the buttress of patience, the mother of love and the foundation of wisdom, for it is said, 

"The Lord will teach the meek His way" (Ps. 24:9). to be meek, then, means to be peaceful, gentle, and kind, 

empty of all malice, selfishness and earthly ambition.  It means never to return evil for evil, but always in 

everything to overcome evil by good (Rom. 12:14-21). 
  
  'The Lord blesses the meek with the promise that they will inherit the earth.  In other words, the power of God 

will preserve them on earth, in spite of all the intrigues of men and the most cruel persecution.' " 
  
  
INSTRUCTION CLASSES 
  
Certainly, a highlight of the past year has been the on-going influx of visitors and newcomers to St. Catherine's 

in recent years.  In fact, our ability to handle all those wishing to receive instruction in the Orthodox Christian 

faith has been rather strained.  We have been running two separate sections of classes, what I've termed the 

"continuing" or "on-going" group and the "new group."  The former is close to wrapping up their term, and, 

thanks be to God, all have entered the Orthodox Church along with several from the new group--we have had 

seven chrismations and one baptism from our classes this year, thanks be to God!   Now our newcomers are 

clamoring to get their instruction started, while new inquirers appear at almost every service. 
  
We'll hold an organizational session for those newer seekers eager to get their class underway.  I'll confer with 

our newcomers and set a date for that meeting soon.  The information will be in both the bulletin and in email 

messages.  The classes aren't just for the newcomers.  We've always been open to having some of our members 

attend to "brush up" on the teachings of our Church.  We have a supply of instructional materials we use which 

are offered free of charge to those seeking entry into the Church.  To start, we'll distribute these materials as 

well as just see who and how many are interested, and discuss the class format and times.   
  
I'm looking forward to starting up with another group and continuing to bring those who have been learning 

of  our life and faith into Orthodox Church in the sacraments of baptism and chrismation.  Frankly, this is the 

most exciting time in the many years I've been serving St. Catherine's.  I am grateful to God for the blessings 

we've all received by having such a rush of newcomers seeking the fulness of the Life in Christ in the Holy 

Orthodox Church.  
  
  
REMEMBER... 
  
The annual parish meeting is Sunday, January 18, following Liturgy and a covered-dish luncheon.  Included 

will be parish council elections, budgeting, reports, discussion and this year, a proposed by-law change which is 

posted on the bulletin board in the hall.  We encourage all to attend and take part in discussion; to vote you must 

be an Orthodox adult (18 and older), taking part in the life of the parish for at least 6 months, and contributing 

to the financial support of the parish in some identifiable way (we suggest the pledge—see below); to run for 

parish council, in the parish for 1 year, for a parish officer (President, VP, Secretary, Treasurer), 2 years.  All 



are welcome and encouraged to join in discussion.  Join nus as we review the life of St. Catherine's in 2025 and 

plan for 2026. 
   

  
THAT TIME AGAIN 
  
"...do good and lend, expecting nothing in return, and your reward will be great and you will be sons of the 

Most High......Be merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful...Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, 

running over, will be put into your lap.  For the measure you give will be the measure you get back. 
Luke 6:35, 36, 38 
  
"[Jesus] looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the treasury; and He saw a widow put in two copper 

coins.  And He said, 'Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them; for they have all 

contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all the living that she had.'" 
Luke 21:1-4 
  
"God, be bountiful unto us and bless us; make the Light of Thy countenance to shine upon us and be merciful 

unto us.; that we may know Thy way upon the earth and Thy salvation among all nations.  Let the people praise 

Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee. 
Psalm 66/67:1-3 
  
"Make your vows to the Lord your God and perform them; let all are around Him bring gifts to the Him Who is 

to be feared." 
 Psalm 75/76:11 
  
Above, some thoughts from Scripture that have occurred to me as we enter into the time of our Stewardship 

Pledge Program for 2026.  We ask a free-will pledge of support from each household in our parish community--

our "seekers" and catechumens as well as the Orthodox ourselves, towards the week-by-week operation of the 

church.  This pledge is to represent what you contribute regularly, on whatever basis--weekly, monthly, lump-

sum, etc.  It should not include what you figure on for candles, nor special appeals and special donations.  We 

do not have a "minimum" for "membership-in-good-standing," which would turn our idea of Christian 

stewardship into "dues," which we have never had at St. Catherine's.  We ask you to have an attitude of acting 

towards the Body of Christ as Christ has acted towards us--"be merciful as your Heavenly Father is merciful," 

figuring your contribution to building up of the Church as the "first-fruits" of return of the gifts God has given 

you.  We also, as you know, ask of your many talents and contribution of your time for the on-going work of 

the Church; all of this important aspects of the Stewardship idea, and many of you respond generously and 

eagerly.  As we ask for a financial pledge for the year, we hope you can respond with the same generosity, 

eagerness and joy with which you contribute your time and your talents in your labors for the Holy Orthodox 

Church in Hagerstown.  
  
I will have more to say about this in the time between now and our annual meeting Sunday, January 18.  For 

now, I want to leave you once again with some words of Fr. Thomas Hopko of blessed memory on this topic, 

from volume 4 of The Orthodox Faith series, "Spirituality," as, indeed, stewardship is a matter of our spiritual 

lives, our right relationship with God, the world which He has given us, and with each other: 
  
"All earthly things are the possessions of God.  'The earth is the Lord's and the fullness thereof, the world and 

those who dwell in it.' (Psalm 24:1)  [We] are but stewards of what belongs to the Lord and should share the 

gifts of His creation with one another as much as [we] can... Giving alms, therefore, must be a sacrificial act if it 

has any spiritual worth.  One cannot give merely what is left over when all his own needs are satisfied.  One 

must take from oneself and give to others... The one who is truly perfect as the Father in heaven is perfect is the 

one who gives all for the sake of others, in the Name of Christ, with Him and for His sake.  Such a person is 

most truly living the spiritual life."    



  
Below is a copy of what is on the pledge and, available from church, in the back of church on the candle stand 

or in the hall.  The whole card, front and back, is reproduced here.  Fill out the card or this form and return it 

one way or another to the church--mail it, place it in the collection tray or a box, give it to our treasurer Daria 

Riegler or to me, etc.  many thanks to those who have already pledged and those who will in the near future--

God bless you for your concern and generosity to he building up of he Body of Christ at St. Catherine's. 
  
  
   
  

Stewardship Pledge Form 

Thanks be to God for all of the ways He blesses us! 
  

I/We pledge the following amount/s for the year 2026, to  
St. Catherine Orthodox Church, Hagerstown, Maryland 

  
$_________________________________________________________Weekly x 
52=$__________________per year 
  
$_________________________________________________________Monthly X12=$_________________ 
per year 
  
$_________________________________________________________Annually (lump sum) 
  
____________________Please include me/us on the roster of supporting members of St. Catherine 
Orthodox Church 

  
Sign: x___________________________  x________________________ x___________________________ 

  
Print: x_____________________________________________________________ 

  
May God bless you for your faithfulness! 
  
(flip side) 
  
What you should know about your pledge of support: 
  
It is confidential.  Only the priest and treasurer have access to pledge information (for record 
keeping purposes). 
  
It is urgent.  The only source of support for your church is he generosity of he individuals who 
worship here,  We receive no outside financial assistance. 
  
It is an act of faith. Offering the first portion of your blessings to God is an expression of thanks and 
praise.  It is also an expression of trust in God that He will honor His promises. 
  

It is appreciated! 
 


